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Suggestions for CNS of the Year Letters of Recommendations or Candidate Statement
Candidates are evaluated in the following areas. For each area, topics you should consider include the following: (do not consider this an all inclusive list; you may have many other examples to share)

1. Maintaining an outstanding level of skill and knowledge in their specialty area.

Topics: Certifications (board, advanced practice, specialty, etc.)

             Specialty skill sets (VAD, ACLS, PICC, etc.)

             Patient Exemplars

2. Utilizing or demonstrating CNS competencies in all 3 spheres of influence – patient, nursing, system.

Topics:  Direct patient/family/client care activity/exemplars from staff, nurses, 

              patients

              Patient Education activity (internal-direct, population, facility/hospital)               

              Patient/specialty education (external – School of Nursing, School of 

              Medicine, Community, Organizations)

              Patient Care Tools (policies/procedures/protocols, care plans/maps/

              pathways/algorithms, order sets, standards etc.)       

3. Demonstrating quality patient outcomes as a result of his/her practice.

Topics:  Examples of specific practice outcomes

              Performance or quality improvement projects

4. Supporting nurses in the delivery of patient care or the advancement of nursing practice.

Topics: Exemplars by nursing staff and/or patients

             Preceptor/mentorship activity (BSN, MSN, etc.)

             Internal Nursing Education Activities

             External Nursing Education Activities (local, state, regional, national)

             Participation in Professional Organizations (local, state, regional, 

             national, international, offices/committees/board member, etc.)

5. Promoting change or collaboration at the system level to improve or impact patient care.

Topics:  Examples of specific practice outcomes

              Performance or quality improvement projects

              Committees, Journal Clubs

              Publications/Presentations

       
 Research

                    Community activities
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